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ARCHITECTURE

The building tokens and medalets listed in Dalton and Hamer hold far more interest for me than they did at first glance many years ago. Being American, I did not relate to many of them at the time, though I do now. If you live in the UK you know how interesting these pieces can be, a metallic history of a building that is now gone, or one that is still there, which is even more interesting in a way. 

It is a startling thing for a stranger to come up from the London underground and see in front of them a building that is depicted on a token made over 200 years before. As well, a large number of the churches depicted are still in use. It is a view of the building that, if correctly done, shows how it looked at the time the token was struck---and thus you can discover any exterior changes made since by viewing the building today. 

Some of the buildings are hard to find, with tall buildings built around it in the many years that have passed, and some are nearly buried in those, so the view the token has cannot be duplicated. 

These buildings have a local history that cannot be denied, The British have a strong feeling for their own history, and churches, gates, town halls, guild halls, market crosses, towers, and more---even gaols---still standing—do a lot to keep the feeling alive. 

 It is no wonder that the building tokens are collected in the UK. Groups of these were made for collectors of the day, most of them by Kempson in Birmingham, Skidmore in London, and also by Denton and Prattent, London. We are lucky they decided to record history in such a way, as we can now assemble the tokens they struck as well, and form a nice collection. 

Other buildings are depicted on tokens that were not part of any series, individual pieces from different counties, often by commercial issuers and others. All are important to the whole story of architecture on tokens, and one that is recorded in a book by R. C . Bell,  “The Building Medalets”, valuable for the photos and the history of some of the buildings. These building tokens are usually one of a kind, or close to it, and will NOT be on this list. Many have castles, ancient walls, bridges, inclined planes, and other items that are architectural, but for simplicity I have decided that this list shall include (with one small exception) only building medalets offered in series. 

The pieces listed here are all from my stock, and in the last few years I have actively sought nice condition pieces in the Building series, as well as buying a few collections containing them. The vast majority of what is offered will be a nice piece, and if not quite so nice is so listed.   Thanks,   Bill




We shall start with the book---------

The Building Medalets, by R. C. Bell.  None in stock at present. Have buyers if you are selling. 

The following grouping is from the Middlesex buildings series by Young, Kempson, Skidmore, Denton and Prattent, et al. The first group are all penny tokens, ranging from Middlesex 39 to Middlesex 173. 

Though not part of a series, Young, a coin and token dealer, put out a token with a nice view of St Paul’s Cathedral that will be included as it is a very nice and inexpensive piece. 

YOUNG’S

39. 
1794
View of St. Paul’s/Star and Garter. Nice EF+ $55. 
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KEMPSON’S SERIES OF LONDON BUILDINGS-----D&H Middlesex 42 to Middlesex 67. 



The dies by Thomas Wyon. 

KEMPSON

43.
  ND
Mansion House. Prooflike fading red choice UNC $145. 

KEMPSON

49
  ND
Carleton House. The home of the Prince of Wales, who nearly broke the country building it, and was forever in disfavor with George III over this and other discretions. This example a tad ticky on the edges, but is UNC, net EF $65. 

KEMPSON

67
  ND
Trinity Alms House. UNC, and looks nice, but some spots were removed from the obverse, so tampered with a bit. UNC $45. 

KEMPSON’S SERIES OF LONDON BUILDINGS AND BRIDGES, Middlesex D&H 68 to D&H 80. 



The dies by Thomas Wyon. 

KE MPSON

71.
1797
Blackfriar’s Bridge/Justice Standing. UNC $215. 

LONDON & WESTMINSTER-----The following pieces are listed in Middlesex from D&H 81 to D&H 113. With few exceptions, all are rare, the dies being improperly annealed and many of those only lasted through a small number of strikes. . The series is rife with die cracks, sunken dies, cuds, and other striking problems, which only makes the series more interesting in many ways.  An interesting series that is well collected, I genuinely like the pieces. These were made for sale to collectors by DENTON and PRATTENT, with the dies reportedly by James, and they do look like his work. 


All are UNC unless otherwise listed and are dated 1797. 

Middlesex 84.

Trinity House. Brown UNC, nice $295. 

Middlesex 87.
 
Sessions House. (Old Bailey). Some red, glossy UNC $345. 

Middlesex 89,

 Tower of London. Luster, gem status, lovely piece. 

Not horribly rare, but in heavy demand. Very choice example.  $450. 

Middlesex 94, 

St. Paul’s School. Wonderful surfaces, a fairly tough piece $450. 

Middlesex 96

Brewer’s Hall. Bronzed, luster over all, nice token $345. 

Middlesex 100

Fishmonger’s Hall. Tad red, very choice $345. 

Middlesex 104, 
Leadenhall. A more commonly found piece, 30% red, $295. 

Middlesex 108

Skinner’s Hall. Red obverse, Brown reverse, nice surfaces $395.

Middlesex 109

Stationer’s Hall. Brown, very decent strike for issue, $295.  

Middlesex 110

Late Surgeon’s Hall.  Nearly 100% red, and not easy to find $425. 

The Globe, (Middlesex 114-145), Clerkenwell, (Middlesex 146-165), and Miscellaneous series (Middlesex 166 to 173) were made by Skidmore, London, from dies cut by Jacobs. A few are fairly common, and it ranges to very rare, all quite interesting and collectable. 
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The Globe series------each has as it’s reverse a world globe, with “Britain” in the appropriate place. 


These pieces range from Scarce to Rare.   All are UNC unless otherwise listed and dated 1797.

Middlesex 127

Kew Palace. This piece would be a wonder, but someone has decided to 


put a few small scratches below the exergue line just below the right side of the building. 


Not a mark otherwise. But, the scratch marks are there, $175.  

Middlesex 128

The New Excise Office. Brown UNC and quite nice $245. 

Middlesex 132

Sherborne Castle. (Oxfordshire).   R&B UNC $275.  80% red, UNC $325.  

Middlesex 134

Ludlow Castle. Perfect surfaces, sharp strike, brown, much luster $295. 

Middlesex 137

Godstone Tower, “Surry”.  Choice brown, tougher piece $425. 

Middlesex 139

Lambeth Palace, “Surry”. Small spot, 10:00 at rim. UNC $325. 

The Clerkenwell series of London was made by Skidmore, with his arms on the reverse and his address, Coppice row, Clerkenwell. Supposedly made by P. Skidmore, a recent article in the BNJ has shown that though there was a Peter Skidmore, he is not the person who made the Skidmore tokens. 



These pieces are generally scarce, with some rare. 

CLERKENWELL
147
  ND
Addington Palace/Arms. R&B UNC, ex Davisson 11 1999. Nice $225. 

CLERKENWELL
153
  ND
Bishop of London’s Seat at Fulham. Two available. One, a nice brown 


UNC with two very small digs in rev field, $150. Another, 70% red obv, 100% red rev, UNC $265. 

CLERKENWELL
155
  ND
The House of Lords.  Great luster, R&B UNC $295. 

CLERKENWELL
162
  ND
The South Seas House. Home of the directors of the infamous “South Seas Bubble”, which ruined investors when it imploded. Shades of Bernie Madoff!! Nice surfaces UNC $225 

 CLERKENWELL
164
  ND
Lord Stormont’s , Wandsworth, Surrey. Buckled die, brown UNC $225

The Miscellaneous series is so called as there is a building on the obverse, but the reverses can be quite different, with devices such as the Goldsmith’s arms, liberty caps, cornucopias, and portcullis. This lack of a theme for the reverses put them in “Miscellaneous” but still each is a Skidmore penny for sale to collectors. 

The rarest of these is the “Theatre at New York” token, which you shall probably never see on this list. 

Miscellaneous

166
1797
Goldsmith’s Hall/Arms of the company. Near gem UNC, this piece is brown with super surfaces and good luster. Scarce, but fairly common in it’s way. $345. 

Miscellaneous
168
1797
Westminster Hall/Portcullis. R&B UNC, lovely color, much red and much luster, with one tiny tone spot, and a very small hardly seen scratch. Prooflike, now only $210. 

Miscellaneous 173
1797
House of Commons (as seen from the Thames)/ Cap of liberty, cornucopia. 

Ton of luster, nice piece, $395.   
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The following grouping is from Skidmore’s issue of Churches and gates of London, Southwark,  and surrounding areas. The quality of this offering is for the most part very nice. 

Each has a PSCo Cypher on the reverse, unless otherwise noted. The pieces will be listed by the subject on the obverse. 

MIDDLESEX 

539c
  ND
St. Mary’s Aldermanbury/built 1676 &c. Some red, UNC $110

MIDDLESEX

556a
  ND
St. Boltoph’s, Botolph Lane. Tad red UNC, $95. 

MIDDLESEX

588a
  ND
St. Bennet, Gracechurch Street. Nice brown UNC $95

MIDDLESEX

592a
  ND
St. George’s Church. Rev, a Dove.  Minor contact marks, UNC $75. 

MIDDLESEX

594
  ND
Dove, Wreath/GB Cypher. PL luster, the edge, “Skidmore Holborn”


is struck over a milled edge. Ex Noble. 1998, lot 563. Nice UNC $125.  R&B example, sm stain $95. 

MIDDLESEX

595
  ND
View of a Church/ St Andrew Holborn. Some red, Ch. UNC $120

MIDDLESEX

620
  ND
St. Mildred’s In the Poultry. Lacquered UNC, $95  

MIDDLESEX

629a
  ND
Stepney Church. Light spotting, UNC, price EF $65. 

MIDDLESEX

630a
  ND
Stoke-Newington Church. Brown UNC, nice $95. 

MIDDLESEX 

634
  ND
St. Martin’s Outwich, Threadneedle. 2 tone spots, UNC $85

MIDDLESEX

637a
  ND
St. Margaret-Pattens. Net EF, minor spotting, really UNC $65. 

MIDDLESEX

638
  ND
St. Steven’s Walbrook. RARE, luster and nice, $125. 

MIDDLESEX 

645
1797
St. Michael Wood St, B. T. –Luster, R&B UNC $110. 

MIDDLESEX 

651
  ND
Bridge Gate.  70% red, luster, $125

MIDDLESEX 

658
  ND
Moorgate.  Full luster on obv, R&B UNC $125. 

MIDDLESEX

659a
  ND
Newgate. 80% red, nice UNC $135. . 

SOMERSETSHIRE













The following pieces are from the series of Somerset buildings. They are all made on nice heavy flans, and the die work is usually top notch. The reverse of each piece is the arms of Bath in a sunken oval, ‘
which is quite a nice version of it. Each piece will be listed by the obverse vignette. 





All of these are generally scarce, but a few are quite rare.  

BATH


69
  ND
All Saints Chapel. Ch Bronzed UNC $105

BATH


73
  ND
Free Church. Superb surfaces, UNC $120. 

BATH


74
  ND
Free School.   Choice UNC $120

BATH


76
  ND
Kensington Chapel.   About UNC, $75.

BATH


76
  ND
Kensington Chapel. Nice UNC $85. Choice UNC $120.

BATH


77
  ND
St. Mary’s. Bronzed, early die state, no cud, UNC $120. 

BATH


77
  ND
St. Mary’s. Nice UNC, heavy cud, late die state UNC $110

BATH


79
  ND
Private Baths.  Bronzed, dark color, tougher piece Ch UNC $125







Another, R&B UNC $135.  

BATH


82
  ND
Interior of Pump Room. Bronzed UNC $125. Ex Noble, lot 815. 

BATH


83
  ND
Principal Entrance, New Rooms. Cpl marks, bit of stain UNC $75. 
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WARWICKSHIRE -- halfpennies 











This next section is a group of tokens produced by Peter Kempson depicting Birmingham Buildings, and for sale to the general public. Most are fairly common, but there are rarities. The reverse is, for the most part, nearly the same for all pieces, P. Kempson above, a shield of arms in the center, around which are the words “Maker of Buttons Medals &c, Birmingham”.  None are dated, with the exception of those with the reverse with an inner legend, one of which is for sale below. Only the subject of the token will be listed in most cases 

KEMPSON’S

151
ND
St. Bartholomew’s Chapel. UNC $75.  

KEMPSON’S

153
ND
St. John’s Chapel. Luster, UNC $95  Bronzed UNC $85.  

KEMPSON’S

154.
ND
St. Martin’s Church.. Nice surfaces, UNC $95.  

KEMPSON’S

160
ND
The Old Meeting Destroyed 1791. Luster, Brown UNC $95. 

KEMPSON’S

167
ND
Meeting, Paridise Street erected 1786. Luster, nice UNC $95. 

KEMPSON’S

172
ND
St. Paul’s Chapel.  Prooflike, blinding luster, UNC $110. 

KEMPSON’S

174
ND
St. Phillip’s Church. lacquered UNC $65. 

KEMPSON’S

175
ND
St. Phillip’s Church--- very minor stain, UNC $59.  

KEMPSON’S

181
ND
General Hospital erected  1779.with 

Full mirror luster, sharp UNC $110. ---

KEMPSON’S

188
ND
Old Cross.  Unc, lacquered, nicely done $75. 

Another,  Nice surfaces, all red obverse,  UNC, luster $110. 

KEMPSON’S

197a
ND
Blue Coat Charity School 1794.   EF+ $75 

KEMPSON’S

208
ND
Hotel Erected. Sharp, ton of luster, UNC $110. 

KEMPSON’S

216
ND
Birmingham Theatre, 1795 R&B UNC some streaks of dark color, $75. 

KEMPSON’S

218
ND
George III. Brown GEF, a few disturbances, $65. 

The following section is from Kempson’s Coventry series of buildings. The reverse features the arms of Coventry in an oval, and is well accomplished. A heavy token compared to some, this was quality work for the most part. These are all dated 1797.  Only the subject of the token, the obverse, will be listed. 

COVENTRY

265
1797
Trinity Church. Minor marks, some luster $75. 

COVENTRY

269
1797
Cook Street Gate. Nice UNC $95. 

COVENTRY

286
1797
Coventry Cross.  Lacquered UNC $75. Choice bzd UNC $120. 

COVENTRY

288
1797
County Hall.  Choice, bronzed UNC $120. 

COVENTRY

289
1797
County Hall. This with rev #3, with the “on” of Kempson over 


The “1” of the date. RARE, this UNC/AU $135. 

TERMS OF SALE

All tokens guaranteed genuine, and descriptions correct.  Tokens may be returned within 30 days of receipt for any reason, and refunds will be prompt. All coins and tokens guaranteed genuine for life.  No discounts will be given for the first 30 days of the sale.              Your satisfaction is far more important than a sale.  

All orders will be shipped upon receipt of payment to Bill McKivor in US funds. Please do not mail cash. Shipment will be held until funds clear if you are unknown to me.  

Shipping charges--  $5.00 for orders up to $100.  Orders $100-$300 are $7. $300-$600 are $8. Over $600 sent registered mail, $13+.   
BOOKS—most are priced with postage to the USA via Media Mail. 

Foreign  minimum £9 ($13).    Foreign orders must be pre-paid before shipping. Insurance is available but at customer’s cost. Uninsured sent at customer’s risk.  Ask for details. 

ORDERING

Please give the List #, MAJOR HEADING, MINOR HEADING, D&H number, and price when ordering. 

By Phone---(206) 244-8345 Daytime hours and evenings until 10PM.  Please let it ring----

By E-mail---A great way to order or ask about tokens--- Copperman@Thecoppercorner.com   

By mail to:  Bill McKivor, PO Box 46135, Seattle, WA 98146. 

THE COPPER CORNER

PO BOX 46135

SEATTLE, WA 98146

